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The analysis of one of these treatises may help to illustrate
the nature of Muslim counter-propaganda. A Cambridge
manuscript known as the Book of the Virtues of Jerusalem
(Kitab Fada'il Bayt al-Maqdis) in which is incorporated
another called the Book of the Virtues of Syria (Kitab Fada'il
al-Sham) and dated in the second half of the fourteenth
century,1 includes much material of great interest. It is
said, states the author of the book, that the Prophet recom-
mended a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to all his followers; and
those unable to perform this duty should send oil for the
lanterns of its sanctuaries, as the angels would pray for
the giver as long as the oil burnt therein.2 A prayer said
in the great mosque of Jerusalem was equal to forty thousand
prayers elsewhere, and one said in the mosque of Damascus
to thirty thousand.3 If a man knelt eight times in prayer
at Jerusalem, he would become the companion of the
prophet Abraham in paradise; and when he had com-
pleted the ten, he would even rise to the place of David.4
Another version of the 'Hadith' (tradition) went fur-
ther. A pilgrim to Jerusalem would earn the reward
of a thousand martyrs and his flesh would be saved from
the flames of the abyss in the future world.5 The reasons
for urging Muslims to visit Syria and to settle in it,
however, were not purely sentimental and pious. The
writer of the second tract (Fada'il al-Sham) tries to prove
that Syria possessed nine-tenths of the wealth 6 of the world.
His far-fetched statements and hypotheses, despite their
evident weakness, have a moral. It behoved men to come
to that country, not only for pious practices, but also to avail
themselves of its agricultural and trade amenities, and thus
they might enjoy prosperityin this world and ensure a place in
paradise in the world to come. All these great expectations
this material has been published, and it has received small attention from com-
petent scholars. This neglected chapter in Arabic literature is nevertheless
worthy of some consideration.
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